Michael Hein, Ulster County Executive

Attn: Adele B. Reiter, Chief of Staff

PO Box 1800
Kingston, NY 12402-1800






6 November, 2009
Dear Mr. Hein:

I was disappointed to see that your proposed budget for 2010 cuts county funds to libraries.  I realize that the economic situation is forcing all of us to make some tough decisions, but it is important that we examine those decisions with all aspects in mind.

The amount you are proposing to cut libraries will have little impact on solving your budget deficit.  Instead it will either cost local taxpayers more or result in loss of valuable resources. Please consider the following.
The Ulster County Library Association uses county funds to purchase electronic products that are available to all county residents by simply getting a library card.  Because of the centralized nature of the library system, the Ulster county residents get these products at far below the market cost. These products are co-funded by all the five counties served by the Mid-Hudson Library System as well as by state funds.  By doing this, taxpayers receive products valued at several hundreds of thousands of dollars for ninety thousand.  Some of these products have been instrumental in helping people find jobs with the Gale education and testing database, helping children learn with BrainPop and Tumblebooks, helping people explore their roots with HeritageQuest, and helping non-profit organizations find funds using the Foundation Center. It hardly seems wise to cut these products that are so beneficial and only cost 50 cents per person through the centralized purchasing I mentioned.
As you can see, the model of funding this service is cost-effective and gives a huge bang for the buck. It is a model that by collaborating with other counties and the state saves local tax payers and benefits all the residents of the county. I hope this example of efficient use of county funds would be supported rather than cut.  I hope you will reconsider this cut.
 If you have any questions feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Joshua Cohen

